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of all the private telegraphs of the country demands our decision. These are all heavy affairs, and the latter two fall entirely on the Treasury.
With respect to Reform: I agree with you that it is quite premature to trouble ourselves about the materials1 of the Royal Commission. ...
I have not the draft of the Resolutions at hand, but I suspect yon will find, on reference to them, that the Resolution pledges the House to ' extension,' not' reduction/ of the franchise; and ' extension' would include everything.
We must be careful not to commit ourselves both to reduction and {fancy' franchises, if it be true, as I now hear, that the lodger franchise in the way of extension, and especially among the wage-paid class, would produce incredible results. Indeed, I think that particular franchise should be specifically referred to the Commission, and, indeed, I am rather inclined to refer plurality also, and all the cognate expedients for protecting the minority.
It is quite clear that, throughout the autumn and early winter, Disraeli, far from being stimulated into drastic action by the Reform demonstrations throughout the country, was anxious to postpone legislation as long as possible in order to secure a moderate measure. He was confirmed in this policy by his correspondence with, friends and supporters. There was, indeed, one significant exception. Spofforth, who had had a large share in the management of the General Election on the Tory side, told Disraeli that a series of visits in the northern counties had converted him into an advocate of 'a wise and moderate measure next session.' But Cranborne informed him of a strong declaration by Lowe that his valuable support was conditional oil no Reform Bill being brought forward in February; Manners saw nothing in what had happened to make such a Bill advisable; and reports from Brooks's Club assured Disraeli that the Liberal party had gone to pieces, and that Bright's greatest friends had been earnestly beseeching him to desist from his mad career.
It must  not be forgotten  that  the   circumstances in
1 The context, and Derby's letter, show that Disraeli is referring to the persons to be appointed Royal Commissioners.ries of the smaller boroughs; but reflection persuades me that this proposal would not, on the whole, be a wise one; because one of our leading principles should be to enlist, as far asthat of the Dunkellin amendment by adopting a rating and not a rental basis. It involved ansed for only a limited period by their predecessors.fterwards 1st Lord AmptMll.
